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SUBJECT: RHODESIA: REACTIONS TO AIRCRASH SURVIVOR MASSACRE 

REF: PRETORIA 5191 

1 . INTERNAL NATIONALIST REACTION TO THE RHODESIAN AIR CRASH 
MASSACRE HAS BEEN OVERWHELMINGLY CONDEMNATORY. UANC SPOKESMAN 
IS QUOTED IN PRESS ACCOUNT AS SAYING "WE ARE, OF COURSE, 

HORRIFIED AT THE WHOLE IDEA OF INNONCENT PEOPLE BEING 
SLAUGHTERED. IT IS NONSENSE FOR JOSHUA NKOMO TO CLAIM ON THE ONE 
HAND THAT HE SHOT DOWN THE VISCOUNT AND THEN SAY HE DID NOT KILL 
THE SURVIVORS. IT WAS A SENSELESS ACT." A ZANU (S) SPOKESMAN 
REPORTEDLY SAID HIS PARTY HAD "RELIABLE INFORMATION" THAT 
NKOMO'S ZIPRA DID THE KILT . TNG. HE ADDED "THE KILLING OF 
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INNOCENT PEOPLE IS ALWAYS HORRIFYING, WHETHER THEY ARE BLACK 
OR WHITE. IT IS ABOMINABLE." ZUPO CHIEF CHIRAU S REACTION WAS 
REPORTEDLY THAT, IF A GROUP BASED OUTSIDE RHODESIA SHOT THE 
PLANE DOWN, THEN IT WAS "AN INTERNATIONAL INCIDENT." 

2. THERE HAS BEEN NO REPORT YET OF OFFICIAL RHODESIAN 
GOVERNMENT REACTION. PRESS ACCOUNTS SAY THE RHODESIAN AIRLINES 
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GENERAL MANAGER DISMISSED NKOMO'S REPORTED CLAIM TO HAVE SHOT 
DOWN THE AIRCRAFT AS "A DOWNRIGHT DELIBERATE LIE." HE SAID THERE 
WAS NO EVIDENCE TO SUGGEST "HOSTILE ACTION" HAD BEEN INVOLVED. 

3. IN SOUTH AFRICA. DEFENSE MINISTER BOTHA REPORTEDLY CHALLENGED 
THE WORLD TO TAKE A STAND ON THE INCIDENT AND SAY "THUS FAR AND 
NO FURTHER . .PEOPLE WHO SPEAK CONTINUOUSLY ABOUT HUMANISM AND 
HUMAN RIGHTS NOW HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO SAY EXACTLY WHERE THEY 
STAND." MEMBERS OF SA OPPOSITION PARTIES PFP AND SOUTH AFRICAN 
PARTY ARE QUOTED AS CONDEMNING THE ACT. SAP LEADER JOHN WILEY 
SAID HE WAS REVULSED BY THESE LEADERS "THE WESTERN NATIONS 
WISHED TO BRING TO POWER IN A FRIENDLY NEIGHBORING STATE" AND 
ASKED FOR "DECISIVE MILITARY ACTION" AGAINST NKOMO. MUGABE AND 
NUJOMA BECAUSE "NEGOTIATIONS WITH THEM ARE MERELY APPEASEMENT 
OF MONSTERS. BISHOP DESMOND TUTU, SPEAKING FOR THE SOUTH AFRICAN 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, ALSO REPORTEDLY CONDEMNED THE "BRUTAL" 
SLAYINGS. 

4. COMMENT: IT IS NOTEWORTHY THAT THE BLACK RHODESIAN LEADERS 
HAVE SO QUICKLY BLAMED NKOMO FOR THE INCIDENT AND CONDEMNED IT 
WHILE THE RHODESIAN FRONT. I.E., SMITH. HAS APPARENTLY REMAINED 
PUBLICLY SILENT. THE EAGERNESS TO BLAME AND CONDEMN NKOMO 
CONTRASTS WITH THE REACTIONS OF THE INTERNAL BLACK LEADERS TO 
THE ELIM MASSACRE IN JUNE WHEN THEY VOCIFEROUSLY CONDEMNED 
TNE EVENT BUT DID NOT DWELL ON THE IDENTITY OF THE PERPETRATORS. 
EDMONDSON 
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